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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

l&llfiLW&'tiQXiCL.  NATIONAL  PARK 


FILE  NO.     3  a  7-  *3.3 


MONTHLY  REPORT 
November,    1939 


IMPORTANT 

This  file  constitutes  a  part  of  the  official  records  of  the 
-  itional  Park  Service  and  should  not  be  separated  or  papers 
Uhdrawn  without  express  authority  of  the  official  in  charge. 

All  Files  should  be  returned  promptly  to  the  File  Room. 

Officials  and  employees  will  be  held  responsible  for  failure 
1  observe  these  rules,  which  are  necessary  to  protect  the 
);egrity  of  the  official  records. 

ARNO  B.  CAMMERER, 

o.  s.  onvBiMHENT ranniNa  offioe  6 — 7410  Director. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE    NATIONAL  PARK 
YELLOWSTONE  PARK.  WYO. 

ce  of  the  superintendent  December  6,  1939 

Memorandum  for  the  B ire c tart 

Followir:  is  the  report  of  activities  for  Yellowstone  National  Park 
for  the  month  of  November  I939* 


000  -  General 

010  -  The  weather  was  the  ohief  topic  of  conversation  throughout  the 

month,  and  as  practically  every  day  was  clear,  sunshiny  and  wars'.,  and 
there  was  no  snow  to  interfere  with  travel,  visitors  were  permitted  to 
oo?ae  into  trie  park  and  travel  on  all  of  the  roads  witnout  interference. 
Even  up  to  the  lest  day  of  the  month  it  was  possible  to  make  the  entire 
loop  trip  and  the  trip  to  the  top  of  ''cunt  "ashburn  without  chains,  a 
condition  unheard  of  in  park  history. 

All  of  the  approach  and  entrance  roads  were  also  open  to  travel  with 
the  exception  of  the  Northeast  entrance  highway  from  Red  Lodge  to  Cooke. 
Mot  only  were  the  days  clear  and  pleasant,  out  the  absence  of  any  measur- 
able (0.01  inch)  precipitation  set  a  record  which  has  not  been  equaled 
since  the  establishment  of  the  YJeather  Bureau  at  '.emmo'ch  ^6   years  ago. 
Total  lack  of  measurable  precipitation  was  recorded  from  several  stations 
in  the  par*,  located  at  elevations  1,000  to  1,;5C0  feet  higher  than  ';Iammoth 
where  the  Weather  Bureau  is  located. 

The  clear,  sunshiny  days  with  cold  nights  caused  another  unusual  con- 
dition in  the  park  in  that  most  of  the  small  lakes  were  frozen  over  before 
the  ground  was  covered  with  snow.  This  afforded  excellent  skating,  which 
was  taken  advantage  of  by  the  residents  of  the  park  and  visitors  f re n 
Livingston,  Bozeman,  Gardiner  and  other  nearby  communities.  However,  the 
warm  weather  and  lack  of  enow  forced  the  wildlife  to  remain  in  the  hi, 
country  and  very  few  animals  were  seen  from  the  roadside,  a  great  disap- 
pointment to  those  visiting  the  park  at  this  late  season  of  the  year. 
While  winter  sports,  other  than  skating,  were  lacking.,  the  golf  course 
at  Gardiner  was  made  use  of  during  the  month  by  the  park  employees. 

The  unusual  weather  was  a  boon  to  the  National  Park  Service  and  the 
Yellowstone  Park  Company,  permitting;  work  in  the  isiterior  of  the  park 
throughout  the  month  and  affording:  employment  for  a  large  number  of  men. 
■gork  on  several  FWA  projects,  including;  the  new  lookout  on  the  top  of 
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?.!ount  Washburn,  the  power  plants,  and  -water  and  sewer  systems  at  Old 
Faithful,  Thumb  and  Lake,  continued  throughout  most  of  the  month,  and 
the  work  on  the  new  cabin  layouts  at  the  Old  Faithful  lodge  and  tour- 
ist cabin  areas  did  not  close  down  until  the  eighteenth,  permitting 
the  construction  of  a  large  number  of  new  cabins  and  remodeling  of  a 
considerable  number  of  old  ones.  The  C.  ./••  Hamilton  stores  at  Old 
Faithful  remained  open  throughout  the  month.,  expecting  to  close  on 
December  4.,  which  is  the  latest  that  this  operation  has  ever  h®&n 
carried  on. 

The  new  bridge  over  the  Gardiner  River  and  approaches  were  com- 
pleted on  November  15»  considerably  ahead  of  schedule,  and  the  remain- 
ing forces  of  the  Public  Hoads  Administration  departed  on  the  sixteenth 
for  Denver,  Colorado. 

To  alleviate  a  bad  condition  which  has  existed  in  the  town  of 
Gardiner  in  that  no  control  was  had  over  the  street  between  the  property 
line  and  the  park  fence,  an  effort  was  made  to  have  the  Deputy  Sheriff 
stationed  in  Gardiner  appointed  as  a  Deputy  Park  Hanger.  The  appointment 
of  Swan  Olson,  Deputy  Sheriff  for  Park  County,  as  a  Deputy  Park  Ranger, 
was  made  effective  l.oversber  llj.,  and  it  will  now  be  possible  to  give 
police  protection  to  the  area  in  question. 

All  Yellowstone  Park  employees  contributed  generously  to  the  Red 
Cross  Drive,  and  the  sura  of  flij?  was  collected,  |5U  °*'  which  was  donated 
by  members  of  the  FRA  forces  in  the  park.  All  of  the  money  collected 
was  turned  over  to  the  Red  Cross  Chapter  at  Livingston,  Montana. 

020  -  General  Weather  Conditions 

The  outstanding  feature  of  lovejiber  weather  was  the  absence  of  any 
measurable  fO.Ol  inch)  precipitation  during  the  entire  month.  This  is 
the  first  November  of  record  with  so  little  moisture,  only  a  trace  of 
snow  having  fallen  which  melted  and  evaporated  almost  as  soon  as  it  reach- 
ed the  g round.  September  I928  has  formerly  held  the  record  for  so  little 
precipitation  in  any  calendar  month  with  G»Qp   inch,  but  November  1939  now 
holds  the  record  for  all  months  in  the  past  36  years. 

November's  mean  temperature  was  36°  end  is  6.8°  above  normal;  Novem- 
ber I9O4  and  I9I7  are  the  only  Novembers  that  have  been  warmer.  Sunshine 
the  last  month  was  nearly  double  the  normal  duration.  This  November  is 
the  seventh  continuous  month  below  normal  in  precipitation. 

100  -  Administrative 

110  -  Superintendent's  Special  Activities 

Superintendent  Rogers  was  in  the  park  throughout  the  month  and  >ade 
a  number  of  trips  into  the  interior  of  the  park  and  outside  the  park  as 
follows: 

Kovember  3;  To  Billings  with  Chief  Ranger  LeJtoue  to  attend 
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a  meeting  of  the  Tri-State  Yellowstone  Associa- 
tion and  to  confer  with  the  United  States  Attor- 
ney on  land  matters •  They  returned  the  same 
evening* 

November  20:  To  Livingston  in  evening  with  Assistant  to  Super- 
intendent Joffe  to  attend  annual  a»eting  of  the 
Livingston  Chamber  of  Comri>erce;  returned  Masttaotfa 
for  night. 

Kovember  2?s  To  Helena  with  Assistant  Chief  Ranger  Barrows  to 

attend  aeetisg  of  Montana  State  Fish  and  Game  Com- 
mission j   returned  twenty-eighth. 

Two  horseback  trips  were  made  by  the  Superintendent,   one  from  Horris 
to  Mammoth  over  the  newly-constructed  trail  on  the  tenth,   and  the  other 
from  Canyon  to  Tower  Falls  around  the  east  side  of  Mount  Washburn  on  the 
twenty- fir st. 

120  -  Park  Inspections 

Assistant  Regional  Forester  Ceor  .xker.  Region  II,   Qsafcha,   arrived 

in  the  park  on  November  10  to  remain  about  a  month  on  work  in  connection 
with  the  pwrk's  fire  protection  program. 

Assistant  Fquipment  Engineer  George  E«     organ,   Region  II,  Ozaaha,  ar- 
rived via  the  north  gate  on  the  twelfth. 

*^°  "  Status  of  Private  Lands 

Arrangements  were  made  to  secure  copies  of  abstracts  of  the  Lene.  B*s- 
sett  Ross  and  Roy  Armstrong  properties  involved  in  the  land  -co  be  acquired 
as  an  addition  to  the  winter  range  for  the  wildlife  of  tne  park,  &n&   a 
contract  for  this  work  was  entered  into  with  Lewis  Terwilliger  of  Living- 
ston, o-oana.  The  abstracts  of  the  Anton  Stermits  and  Child  Estate  pro- 
perties were  examined  by  the  United  States  Attorney  in  Billings  and  for- 
warded by  him  to  Washington  for  final  clearance. 

150  -  Plans,  Zaps  and  Surveys 

Topography  was  taken  for  the  proposed  campground  at  Canyon  and  the 
survey  of  Reese  Creek  irrigation  ditches  in  the  Game  Ranch  area  was  started. 

160  -  General  Publicity 

Several  news  items  were  released  and  gene  pictures  were  sent  in  re- 
sponse to  requests  for  use  in  publicising  the  park. 

The  dummies  for  tne  I9I4Q  Circular  of  General  Information  booklet  and 
iO"corists»  Guide  were  prepared  and  forwarded  to  Washington  on  November  1C 
and  22  respectively. 
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170  -  General  Complaints 

A  few  written  ooaaplaints  regarding  service  during  the  summer  see  son 
•were  received  and  coisiaunicated  to  the  operators  concerned  for  invest:!  - 
tion  and  coacaent.  Proper  reports  thereon  were  sent  to  the  complainants. 

200  -  Maintenance,  liew  Construction  and  Improvements 

210  -   Maintenance 

With  entirely  clear  weather,  -warm  by  day  and  cold  at  night,  the  prin- 
cipal work  was  a  patrol  of  roads,  clear".  t   ck  slides  and  o  i      diverts 
for  spring  drainage* 

-  Hew  Construction 

PRA  LF  266-d»  All  pipe  lines  have  been  laid,  tested  and  backfilled, 
and  both  pump  houses  etre   complete  and  ready  for  puiap  installation. 

F8A  LP  266-e»  Final  lines  wit.  ;ve  be- 

PWA  LF  S66*f  J  Final  tents  «ere  run  on  the  power  house  engines  and 
switchboard  hookups* 

fWA  OP  267:  This  project  was  closed  down  with  about  three  weeks'  work 
regaining,  the  late  season  preventing  con,  let  ion. 

2  J)  -   Special  Laproveaent;  Activities 

ERA  -  The  ERA  forces  worked  on  various  betterment  jobs  and  completed 
the  drainage  ditches  at  Canyon*  Considerable  field      was  ac<     shed 
v.'.e  ftre*»  survey  project  being  carried  on  by      ira     .» 

C"C  -  Tiie  company  strength  of  Camps  WS$   1  and  Y2C?  7  was  approximately 
135  fcacTT  throughout  the  month  of  Hoveriber. 

The  uiaiii  jobs  for  the  two  S&assoth  camps  were  the  a&mo   as  tnose  shown 
for  the  month  of  October,  and  no  jobs  were  completed  during  Hovesber.  The 
spike  camp  of  50  ■§*  at  the  Buffalo  Ranch  was  reduced  to  25  luen  due  to 
weather  conditions,  and  the  side  camp  located  at  the  old  lies  Perce  COG 
oaiap  was  disbanded  und   moved  to  the  aftia 

•  Activities  of  Other  Agencies  in  the  Park 

310  -  Park  Operators 

The  Yellowstone  Park  Company  continued  work  on  the  improvement  of  its 
Old  Faithful  lodge  and  cabin  areas  and  the  excellent  weather  afforded  a 
fine  opportunity  to  accomplish  a  greet  deal  of  work  on  this  project.  The 
work  was  shut  down  on  the  eighteenth  but  quite  a  large  number  of  new  cabins 
xi&&   been  constructed  arid  a  considerable  number  of  old  cabins  repaired  and 
remodeled.  All  of  the  cabins  in  both  areas  will  be  equipped  with  run 
water  when  they  are  opened  for  visitors  next  season.  Construction  of  the 
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new  girls*  dormitory  building  in  the  Old  Fa     1  lodge  area      .11 
under  way  when  the  work  chut  down* 

mi  C*  A*  Hamilton  store  at  Olc  ful  remaised  open  t    i 

t&t   .aonth  to  take  care  ox  late  visitor s  while    -  -  >th  store  will  be 

kept  open  throughout  the  winter  to  take  care  of  winter  visiters  end 
local  residents. 

Mr*  Jm  S*  Kaynes  departed  from  the  p«]  s  eel 

3J2C  •  Coop  era  ting  Ggvnaaantal  Agencies 

Public  ko&ds  Admiai gyration  Projects:     The  t.rardiae.      .  .  ar  bridge  was 
cotapletod  and  all  other  work  closed  £<y>m  lor  the  winter* 

IftQ  m  Interpretation 

4I0  -  Lecturs  and  Guide  Service 

Three  lectures  wei~e  give**  by  members  of   the  Hatura  brtesent 

during  Kovesaber  as  follows j     in  illustrated  lecture  entitled  "Wildlife  of 
Yellowstone"  at  Kicks  Cellege,  Kexburg,   Idaho?  a  discussion  or  the   rela- 
tionship between  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company  employees  and  ttee  Government 
employees  in  Yellowstone  Sktion&i   Park,  lie  Id  at  Old  for  the  bene- 

fit of  the  employees  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  Ccapanyj  a  lecture  on  the  park 
given  before  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Livingston,   Montana* 

A  party  of  teaehers  and  students  from  Utah  State  university  and    lon- 
tana  State  University  was  conducted  on  a  wildlife   survey  i   >  'rvember 

22  m 

itJD  -  Seeearea  and  Observation 
i+Hl  -  Botany 

1111  Mi  1-   ■MiiiM.m 

Due  to  lack  of  precipitation  none     t  the  winter  range  was  -jade 
unavailable  by  snow  and  aany  of  the  geene  aninals  were  still  grmsiog  or.    b 
higher  plateaus  where  they  spend  the  grassier*     The  dry  weather  conditions 
may  indicate  ft  lowering  of  the  water  table  end  a  consequent  drop  in  forage 
voluai©  on  the  winter  range  next  year* 

500  -  Use  of  Park  Facilities  by  the  Public 

510  -  Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel 

The  heaviest  travel  on  record  for  this  time  of  year  was  recorded. 
Only  the  Bet'  Lodge-Cooke  Approach  road  was  closed,   and  mild,   clear  weather 
accounted  1'or  the  103*5'  increase  in  travel.   (See  attached  report*) 

600  -  Protection 

610  -  Hanger  Service 

Open  hunting  seasons  for  big  game  in  the  adjacent  states  has  required 
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extensive  patrols  of  all  park  boundaries.  The  necessity  for  these  pro- 
tection sieasures  has  been  intensified  by  the  opening  of  the  season  on 
fur-bearing  animals  in  the  State  o     &ng«  Large  areas  of  the  perk 
normally  offering  a  high  degree  of  protection  by  deep  snow,  have  demanded 
an  unusual  effort  to  insure  complete  protection* 

The  abnormal  mild  weather  which  permitted  travel  over  all  park  roads 
and  access  to  the  park  by  each  of  the  five  entrances  made  it  necessary  to 
maintain  a  ranger  on  full-time  duty  at  each  checking  station. 

620  -  Police  Protection 

There  smre  two  arrests  for  law  violet  ions  made  during  the  month  with 
resulting  penalties  of  a  total  of  7°  days  in  jail  terms'* 

630  -  Wildlife  Protection  and  Fish  Cultural  Activities 

Unfavorable  weather  conditions  for  hunting  resulted  in  little  or  no 
migration  of  game  animals  from  the  park,  and  the  hunters*  take  has  been 
one-fourth  to  one-half  of  that  01  last  year.  Fourteen  trapping  areas  on 
the  east  and  south  park  boundaries  were   operated  during  the  month,  and 
the  rise  in  fur  prices  and  absence  of  snow  caused  an  increase  in  trapping. 

6hP   -  Forest  Fire  Protection 

Ho  fires  occurred  in  the  park  during  November  but  weather  conditions 
were  such  that  a  fire  hazard  existed  throughout  the  month.  The  herbaceous 
vegetation  was  completely  dry,  and  the  unusual  drouth  conditions  may  have 
a  decided  effect  on  the  I9I4JD  fire  season. 

660  -  Insects  and  Tree  Diseases 

Forest  nursery*  Work  at  the  forest  nursery  consisted  of  sowing  seed 
beds,'  "removing  deciduous  seedlings  and  cuttings  to  transplant  beds,  soil 
preparation,  and  mulching  seed  and  transplant  beds.  Sagebrush  and  yellow- 
brush  stock  was  used  to  plant  the  fills  and  backslopes  on  the  approaches 
to  the  new  Gardiner  Siver  bridge,  and  some  seed  was  gathered  and  planted 
on  the  new  slopes.  Three  thousand  Douglas  fir  transplants  were  planted 
on  a  section  of  obliterated  road  in  this  area. 

630  -  Accidents 


On  November  27  #  August  Krueger,  national  Park  Service  blacksmith, 
over-turned  his  car  near  Mammoth  Hot  Springs.  The  car  was  badly  damaged 
but  Mr*  Krueger  was  not  injured* 

900  -  i miscellaneous 

A  dance  sponsored  by  the  local  Federal  Employees*  Union  was  held  in 
the  Canteen  on  November  4. 

An  8-3/lj-  pound  baby  girl  was  born  to  ?lr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Bertagnolli 
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in  th©  Park  Hospital   in  Livingston  on  Armistice  Da;-.       r.    ;ertagnolli 
is  employed  as  clerk-stenographer  in  the  Chief  Ranger»c  of flee* 

The  local  Civil  Service  Board  conducted  a  special  examination  for 
typist  on  Koveraber  13,  there  being  but  one  contestant •     Examinations  were 
announced  by  the  District  Office  of  the  Civil  Service  Co  mission  in  Denver 
on  the  twenty- fourth  for  the  positions  of  road  maintenance  foreman,  truck 
driver,  power  grader  operator,  blecksaith-horseshoer,   carpenter,   carpenter *s 
helper,   electrician,   electrician's  helper,   lineman,   plasterer,   plumber, 
plumber's  helper  and  sheet  metal  worker*     Th©  closing  date  for  the  filing 
of  applications  is  December  9,  l'-'39»     The     register  to  be  established  from 
these  examinations  will  be  used  for  filling   seasonal  vacancies  in  the  Yel- 
lowstone organisation. 

The  Yellowstone  Park  Chapel  at  Mammoth  was  the  scene  of  a  beautiful 
wedding  ceremony  on  the  afternoon  of  !;ovember  IS,  when  I'lss  Margaret  Bacorn 
and  :,ir«  Bert  DuPaix  were  urited  in  marriage.   Reverend  C.   i  •  Conner  of  the 
Livingston  Congregational  Church  officiating  .      Kits  Bacorn  is  the  daughter 
of  lr*  and  Mrs*  Harry  Bacorn  of  Jardine  and  Butte,  Montana,   and  has  been 
employed  in  the  park  for  a  number  of  years  with  the  park  photographer,   J* 
E*  Haynes*     The  groom  is  the  son  ox  !!r.   and  ',!rs«  Henry  DuPaix,   managers  of 
the  Silver  Tip  Ranch  outside  the  rorthera  corner  of  the  park,  end  is  em- 
ployed with  th©  W*  A*  Hall  Company  in  Gardiner*     Following  the  wedding 
ceremony  a  reception  was  held  -at  the  home  of  Mr.     and  ?:*rs.  Joe  Jot 

In  accordance  with  a  Presidential  Proclamation,    Th  t  ay  was 

observed  this  year  on  November  23,   the  day  being  declared  a  legal  holiday 
and  all  offices  and  operations  being  closed* 


Bdmund  B.  Rogers, 
Superintendent* 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 


TRAVEL  REPORT 


Yellowstone National  Park  for  the  month  of  _Jl0Z?^er,_j939_:. 
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Month 


This 
Travel 

Year 
To  Date 
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Month 

Last 

Year 


Last 
Travel 

Year 
To  Date 


Increase  for 
Travel  Year 


Number  Percent 


tfVATE  TRANSPORTATION: 


irs  first  entry   . 

irs  reentry 

>toreyeles   ....... 

Total  motor  vehicles  . 

jrsons  entering  via  motor 
vehicles   

jrsons  entering  via  other 
private  transportation 

Total  persons  entering  via 
private  transportation 

CHER  TRANSPORTATION: 
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113k 


283k 


2635 


33    1700   105I* 


39.2 


38    905   1730    191.1 


71  2£m        27S4-.   103*4 


5136 
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7603 


103.5 


_5i     1;'.'      191 ...   7603  _  7S55    -1Q£.5: 


jrsons  entering  via  stages 

arsons  entering  via  trains 

rsons  entering  otherwise  . 

Total  other  transportation 
SAND  TOTAL  ALL  VISITORS   . 


—5150 -15lj5a 191 -7603 7555"-^  103*i-- 


Thi  s 
Year 


Last 
Year 


Increase 


Number   Percent 


utomobiles  in  public  camps  during  month  . 
ampers  in  public  camps  during  month  . 
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